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_ COVER PHOTO 

Qur cover photo shows a beautiful spider orchid, as yet unidentified, found 
by Mavis Needs in the Kingower area. Photographed by Reg Smart. 

See article by Tom Patullo on pages 3-4. 


Deadline for articles for the next issue will be Wed. April 8th. 


Contributions sent by post should be addressed to Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., 
Golden Square, 3555. 


(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not possible, then please 
make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing, and leave 
adequate margins. ) 


Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the Club. 


ALL back numbers except Vol.3 (10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 can be supplied at a cost of $5.00 per 
volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices. ) 


2. 
- EDITOR'S PAGE - 


At the time of writing this, there is no reason to doubt that my last Whirrakee 
will reach members on time, in contrast to the sorry saga of the March issue, 
Receipt of some late contributions has enabled me to assemble a more respectable 
issue than seemed likely when I wrote my Editor's note for the March Whirrakee. 

I had expected to be able to announce the name of the new editor, but the only 
comment on the matter in the Committee Report is that "A new editorial sub- 
committee has been formed to produce Whirrakee", No doubt they will announce 
names in the May issue, 

After a period of more than seven years, it is hard for me to imagine life 
without the responsibility for editing Whirrakee, and the prospect induces 
very mixed feelings, For a while, I expect to experience a sense of loss ~ 
withdrawal symptoms if you like - mixed with a feeling of relief that the 
constant mental pressure has sone. My health is reasonably good at present, 

and I may have been able to go on for quite a while, but the nature of my illness 
is such that a relapse may occur at any time, and lead to a new round of problems. 
Producing Whirrakee efficiently by stencil really requires that all the typing 

is done in one batch, and this has been difficult to achieve when I am ; 
experiencine the profound fatigue which accolmpanies a bad relapse. The assistance 
from Graham Hill and Bill Holsworth since the establishment of an editorial 
committee last year has enabled me to continue as editor for a year or so longer 
than would otherwise have been possible, and the sharing of the workload has 
been much appreciated, 

The attraction of changing to typing on paper, and reproduction by photocopyinr, 
was that typing, and copying could be done in patches, spreading the work over 

a period, and making it easier for me to.cone, I had sought this change on 
previous occasicns, but the idea has received very little support, However, 

it is likely that stencils will not be available within a few years. As more 

and more organisations switch from duplicators to photocopiers, and demand 

for stencils steadily dwindles, I predict that the club will eventually have 

to make the change it is resistinr now. 

One of the more hurtful comments made at the Special Meeting was that Whirrakee 
was "only a newsletter", and that my efforts to produce a magazine style news- 
letter with a high standard of spelling, grammar and scientific accuracy were, 
apparently, viewed as pretentious, “ell, I make no apolory for setting a hi¢h 
standard, and have taken great pride in producing a publication of sufficient 
merit for it to be used as a source for original natural history observations 

for the Bendigo area. This is the 80th Whirrakee, a nice round number to finish 
up on, and anyone possessing a full set has a great deal of information on the 
natural history of this area. (fost back numbers are still available, by the way. ) 


Although it is only a few months since I thanked the Whirrakee team for their 
efforts last year, it is appropriate to repeat those thanks, looking back over 
the seven years, to Diane Hill who has done the bulk of the typing, and to 
Victoria Fyffe and Debbie Rucdin for typine when Diane was away on holidays; 
Ern Jackman, who did the duplicating for us in the first couple of years, and 
to Tom Patullo, who has done it since the club bought its ow duplicator; 

to all those members who helped with collation and assembly in the early days, 
and to the Patullos,ifalones and “iclfasters who have done it on a rerular basis 
in recent years; to Graham Hill for organising covers, and for drawing all 
those illustrations for the orchid and fern series, and others; to Graham,and 
Bill Holsworth, for assisting with editing since the beginning of last year, 
and to Bendigo Modern Press for the consistently hich standard of our covers. 
I particularly want to thank Chris Bunn, who was a very supportive president 
in Whirrakee's formative years, and all those members who. have expressed 
appreciation and support. I have had very little feedback in the last three 
or four years, but I still have fond memories of the enthusiasm expressed in 
the beginning - I particularly liked the comment from one member that Whirrakee 


was the only magazine she got which she always read cover to cover! 


Continued on page 5, 


3. 


ORCHID DISCOVERIES ce 
a by Tom Patullo 


"We have found a strange orchid", came the voice over the phone - Mavis Needs 
from Inglewood sneakinr, I called Reg Smart and arranged to run out and have 
a look, That afternoon, in October last year, with loaded cameras aboard, 

we duly arrived at Mavis! place and were directed to the Kingower Cemetery, 
the locale of the orchid. 


We went to the cemetery, and there it was, a beautiful member of the Caladenie 
genus, unlike any Spider orchid I had ever seen. It had lovely colouring, 
mainly yellow, with red veins, parallel lonritudinally, in the sepals and 
petals, a large hinged labellum with red calli, and prominent, isolated column. 


The basal leaf was large, hairy, and very upright, as also was the fine red” 
stem, which bore two enfolding bracts, high up towards the flower. Unfortunately 
it was a one off situation. So began our efforts to have this orchid identified. 
All avenues up to date have proved fruitless. 


Firstly, the specimen was forwarded to the Herbarium. The result from there 
was inconclusive, They thought it was probably Caladenia audasii-Rogers, 

but were not prepared to verify this. Later several good colour prints, 
showing different angles, were submitted for Serials identification to the 
Australian Native Orchid Society, but no one was prepared to even have a guess. 


Further adding to the confusion, as to the identity of the specimen from 
Kingower, is a letter received by Fred and Margaret Watts of Inglewood, from 
David Beardsell of the Horticultural Research Institute of Ferntree Gully, 
(see copy below) informing them that, an orchid specimen they had gathered 
from Spring Plains, on the Glenalbyn road some time ago was not, as they 
had thought, Caladenia pallida, but wasin fact Caladenia audasii-Rogers, 

and that this was an important re-discovery. This last statement suggests 
that C. audasii had not been sighted for some time. He also informed them 
that our orchid under discussion, was definitely not C. audasii, but offered 
no suggestion as to what our Kingower specimen really was. So we still have 
no clue as to what this lovely spider orchid may be, 


One point made by Fred Watts of Inglewood is, as the specimen was growing on 
an old pathway in the Cemetery, he thought that at some early date, there may 
have been some fravel carted in. Fred considered that the most likely origin 
of pravel for that area would be from the vicinity of Melville Caves, so, 
"Who knows?" there may be a new orchid waiting to be discovered, somewhere 
around the Caves. October is the time to look. 


David Beardsell sent with his letter to Fred and Margaret Watts, copied below, 
a detailed description of Caladenia audasii Rogers, which is also reproduced. 


Dear Fred and Margaret, 

As you can see in the enclosed description by Dr. Rogers, your yellow 
Caladenia (pallida) is in fact Celadenia audasii. 

This was brought to my attention by Geoff Carr, the Caladenia specialist. 
The plant from the Kingower Cemetery is definitely not C.audasii Rogers. 
Note that Dr. Rogers only had one incomplete specimen mich had an entire 
(smooth) edged labellum. One of your svecimens did have this. 

This is an exciting re-discovery. 


Kindest regards, 
David Beardsell. 
Horticultural Research Institute, | 
Ferntree Gully. 


4, 
ORCHID DISCOVERIES continued 


Caladenia audasii Rogers. Species terrestrial, slender, up to 20 cm.hi¢h. 
Stem rather hairy, a loose oblont acute bract about 2 cm. long in the middle, 
Leaf wanting in my specimen. Flower solitary, large, yellow, about 9.0 cm. in 
diameter; ovary very densely hairy, cylindrical-cuneate, about 1.0 em. long; 
pedicel very slender, ahout 3.5 cm. long; floral bract embracing the pedicel, 
acute, about 2.4 cm. long. Dorsal sepal incomplete in my specimen, narrow- 
linear, retracted at the base, incurved (?). Lateral sepals spreading, 
dilated below, thereafter gradually contracted into very long pubescent 
filiform caudae, 5-nerved, about 6.0 cm. long, 4.0 mm. wide; caudae about 
2.6 cm. long. Petals narrowly lanceolate, apparently reflexed, 3-nerved, 

4.0 em. long, 215 mm, wide. Labellum on a very narrow movable claw, undivided, 
ovate, about 1.6 em. long, 1.0 cm. wide, margins entire; the apic part 
cuneate, sparsely dotted, slightly crenulate, recurved; calli linear in 6 
row ending a little beyond the middle of the lamina. Column incurved, about 
1.7 sm. long, 2 yellow calli at the base, rather widely winged above. 

Anther quite blunt, 


Victoria. Mt.McIvor, near Bendigo, Collector unrecorded, also month of 
collection in 1896. Forwarded from the National Herbarium, Melbourne, for 
determination by J-W,Audas, whose name it bears. Type in National Herbarium — 
Melbourne. 


This species occupies a taxonomic position midway between C.Patersonii R.Br., 
and C.clavigera, Cunng. From the former it differs in its entire labellun, ~ 
in its relatively longer column, and in the colour of its flowers. 

From the latter it is easily distintuished hy the size and colour of the 
flowers, which greatly exceed those of C.clavigera, and by the presence of 

6 rows of calli on the labellun. 


kKEXEKKEKE KX XK KX 


LOOKING AT BIRDS - 1 THE LARGER GULLS 
by Chris and Sandra Bunn, 


Gulls are probably the most familiar of 211 seabirds, being common around 
beaches and harbours where people live, However, although often spoken as 
"sea-culls" they are seldom found far out at sea (except for the Kittiwakes 
found in the Northern Hemisphere). Thus gulls would appear to have been 
sufficiently isolated for closely related, but different, species to have 
evolved. New Zealand for example has the red-billed gull (Larus scopulinus), 
which has never been recorded in Australia (Atlas). 


Gulls are sturdy, robust birds with webbed feet, long pointed wings, stout 
hooked bills, and generally square tails. Sexes are alike, but frequently 
the young birds take a number of years to reach adult plumage. 


There are 43 species of sull in the world, but only three are resident in 
Australia, making identification reasonably simple. Field suides for the 

Northern hemisphere clearly indicate the difficulties bird watchers must 
have in distinsuishing the various gulls, 


The two larger gulls in Australia are the Pacific pull (Larus pacificus) 
and the Dominican full (L.dominicanus). Lazy bird watchers may confuse the 
two species, hut sufficient differences exist for them to be separated in 
the ficld, The easiest identification to see is the clear white teil of the 
Dominican (however, according to the Atlas the presence or absence of a 
tail band is not constant), plus white windows at the wing tip. The best 
illustration of these differences is a photograph in AUSTRALIA'S WILDLIFE 
HERITAGE, volume 2, page 166, 


De 
LOOKING AT BIRDS 1 THE LARGER GULLS continued. 


Most bird watchers recall that the Pacific pull has a stouter beak with a 
scarlet tip on both mandibles, compared with the smaller beak and scarlet 
colouring only on the lower mandible of the Dominican. This does require 
closer observation as the brilliance of the scarlettip does seem to vary 
(at least in the Pacific gulls we have observed). A further difference not 
frequently quoted, but clearly present, in the READERS DIGEST AUSTRALIAN 
BIRDS photographs of the two birds, is the difference in nostril openings. 
In the Pacific it is oval, whilst in the Dominican it is slit shaped 


L. dominicanus has at least three common names: 

- KELP GULL (Bird Atlas) 

- DOMINICAN GULL (Slater, Cayley) 

- SOUTHERN BLACK BACKED GULL (Pizzey, Readers Digest). 

We prefer the older name Dominican gull; at least it is close to the 
scientific name and isn't a mouthful. The Dominican Gull also inhabits 
South America, South Africa and New Zealand and looks very similar to the 
Lesser-black backed Gull (L.fuseus) found in Europe. The Dominican was 
recorded in Australia at Botany Bay in 1943 (maybe whilst someone was on the 
lookout for Japanese submarines), although museum evidence exists that the 
bird may have been present in the 1920's. The Dominican has now spread 
around the coast line, being recorded in Victoria and Tasmania in 1955; 

in Western Australia in 1963; in South Australia in 1967; and in Queensland 
at Cairns in 1969. However examination of the Atlas (published in 1984) shows 
distribution of the Dominican gull is still sparse, with no records at all 
for Queensland, and most breeding occurring in Tasmania and New South Wales, 
In December 1986 the Dominican Gull was recorded breeding (with 5 eggs in 
the nest) at Outer Harbour, Adelaide. 


The Pacific Gull is found only in Australian waters, and has a very interesting 
distribution, being divided into two races. A gap occurs at 140 degrees E, 
‘i.e. around the South Australian/Victorian border with sub-species pacificus 
to the East and sub-species georgii to the West. (We have found no reference 
to any morphological difference.) It is worthwhile studying the Atlas, as 

the distribution patterns in Pigzey and Slater are misleading. 


The Atlas also records that both species breed in company on offshore islands, 
with the smaller Dominican Gull attacking and causing significant mortalities 
to young Pacific gulls. 


Thus bird watchers shovld he on the look out for findings of the Dominican 
Gull spreading its distribution, whilst sightings of Pacific Gulls between 
Portland (Vic.) and Victor Harvour (S.A.) should be reported, 


Further Reading: Magill 1955 Emu 55; 90-98. 


MHEHNKEHKXHKHK HS 
EDITOR'S PAGE continued, 


I can claim some credit for that, but that brings me to my final thankyou, 
which is to all those members who have contributed articles and notes, without 
whom there could have been no Whirrakee. 

I consider that my aims for Whirrakee, when I conceived the idea, have been 
largely achieved, and sincerely hope that the new editorial sub-committee 
will aim to maintain Whirrakee as a magazine style newsletter of good 
scientific standard, and that they will be well supported by the contributors, 


Eric Wilkinson. 


6. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Eric, 

I always enjoy reading the Whirrakee, and have just noticed that you are 
short of articles-to put in, I have had a daughter and her family living in 
England, and they have been there for a number of years now. Joan said it is 
the worst winter they have ever had and living has been very difficult, 
temperatures to 16 degrees below zero. They also have a 17th Century farm 
house in the hills in Wales where they have their holidays. They always visit 
in late autumn to close it down for the winter, empty all the water out of 
the pipes and securely close it up. It gets completely covered with snow, 


Tf you think our readers would be interested in winter in England, and how 
difficult it has been, you are welcome to use Joan's letter frr Whirrakee, 
There is a touch of nature in it too, as aut field mice were preparing 

for a bad winter. 


Sincerely, Bee Cohn, 


Mrs L.Cohn, Fiorenza, ~ Joan Bouta, 
20 Mafeking St., Bendigo, - 26 Upper Phillinore Gardens, 
; London, W.B. 7HA 
17th January, 1987. 


Dear Mum, 

We have been having the most appalling weather - as you might have seen in the 
papers at home, It has been the coldest we have ever had it and the first time 
in 27 years that our waste pipes of the house have frozen hard. When I tried 

to pull out the plug of the bath early in the week absolutely nothing happened 
and I had to bail out the hath into the loo. When I rane the plumber, his wife 
told me that not only were their waste pipes frozen but their lavatory as well 
and they had to go to the only neighbour in the street who was still unfrozen, 
I have been very glad our lavatory has kept working as our neighbours are not 
exactly that sort - I am sure the Saudi-Arabian prince with all his security 
guards would be very surprised if we went across and made signs that we wanted 
to use his facilities. We have managed all right without baths and the kitchen 
sink is fortunately still working for us to clean our teeth ete. It is really 
quite painful to go out and I really dislike it. I had to go out on Wednesday 
and came back feeling so frozen that I haven't left the house since and wont 
until my next appointment which is my regular one with my doctor on Tuesday 
morning. No-one can travel at all and it is almost impossible to move about 

out of London. It is also very nasty underfoot and very slippery. The ice gets 
very hard packed in London from beings trodden on. I rang the Bebb-Evans last 
night to see how Llety*is and apparently it is impossible to get into it at all 
as the snow is banked right up over the hedges. I hope that things improve before 
the lambinr, I thank that Lorna Pickering must be trapped in Kent ag I have 
tried to ring her at home and had no reply. She always goes to Kent for the © 
weekend and I think would not have been able to ret back. Kent has been the 
worst county affected and everyone has been advised just to stay home and wait 
for the thaw, There is very little food in the shons - especially the fresh . 
vegetables that we need for our diet. Almost no rreen stuff and I think it. will 
be a while before that starts again. It is funny as I told the children it was 
going to be a hard winter as we had the most enormous amount of mouse activity 
in Llety in the Autumn - they are little field-mice and always come inside in 
large numbers when they sense it is going to be a hard winter. At the time I 
said it, the prediction seemed very unlikely as it was unusually warm right 

up to the last week or so, Things are a bit better today - the temperature 

- is not much below freezing today - one night it was 16 deerees below in London 
which is unheard of. I must get supper as William is playing but will write 
again soon, Much love, Joen, 


* The farm house in Wales referred to in irs Cchn's letter, Editor. 


tho 
BOOK REVIEW by Bob Allen 
Bush Walking book unlocks the Otways. 


A new bushwalking hook focusing on the Otways has been launched The book ~- 
"Walking the Otways" - is the first comprehensive walking guide book 
published on the Otway region. The official launchine on December 5th last 
year marked the culmination of several years work by members of the Geelong 
Bushwalking Club, through their Otways Exploration Project. 


The Otway Ranges form one of Victoria's best walking areas. The refion is 
one of freat variety - cleared sand dunes and swampy plains of the Lower 
Aire River; open forest near Cape Otway; cleared rolling hills behind 
Apollo Bay; rain forest and fern gullies of the Kennett River, Lorne and 
Main Divide areas; pine plantations of the Upper Aire Valley and the 
vicinity of Beech Forest, and the headlands of Anglesea and Aireys Inlet. 
As a backdrop to all this, add the seascapes over Bass Strait, and the © 
crashing of the long swelis that roll in from the Southern Ocean, 


Edited by Graeme Allen, with photographs and maps by John Van Gemert, the 
book contains a selection of more than sixty walks, compiled from the track 
notes of many of the club's members. Centered around six main areas from 

Cape Otway to Anglesea, the book provides, on facing vages, explanatory 

track notes and other relevant information, and a detailed map of the route 
of each walk, Distances, estimated times and directions (includinz how to 

get to both start and finish by car) are included, along with the degree of 
difficulty, expressed as easy, medium or difficult. These gradings depend on - 
such factors as distance, terrain, and the amount of "off track" walking 
involvedi 


Many of the walks are fraded easy, and would be well within the eapabilities 
of most people, while a few at the other end of the scale would extend even 
the most experienced bushwalker. 


In addition to the walks details, a succint information guide outlines 
important features of seorraphic and cultural interest. Bushwalking equipment 
and safety is also covered, and there is a guide to supplementary reading 

for those wishing to delve further into these subjects, 


The book was launched by local identity Trevor Pescott, and is on sale for 
$6.90 from retailers and newsagents throughout the Otways region, as well 
as from specialist outdoor stores and bookshops in Geelong and other areas. 
If any of our club members require this book, please ring me on 43 1592, or 
eall at 20 Houston Street, 


eH HK RK HR KH 
A BIG BLAST by Bill Perry 


Perhaps many of the numerous visitors to Whroo (near Rushworth) may have stood 
on the rim of the huge open cut on Balaclava Hill, and wondered how it all 
begen. This deep hole is the site-of the former Balaclava Gold Mine where reefs 
were discovered by J, T,Lewis and J.M.Nickinson during 1854, and the mine pean 
operations in 1855, 

Although worked as an open cut mine, an old photograph shows a poppet heads 
near the top of the hill, indicating that much stone had been raised in this 
way. The mine worked for many years, Gunpowder was used for blasting and a 
report in the Bendigo Advertiser, 2.3.1868 records what must have been an 
historical event In mining history - the blasting of a huge quantity of stone 
from the face of the open cut. 

"The largest blast used on Balaclava was fired about six o'clock on Thursday 
evening. | shaft was sunk about 30 feet deep, and ahout 30 feet from the old 
cutting, and at the end of the drive seven feet long the chamber for the powder 
was formed and charged with 400 lbs of powler. Three seperate lengths of fuse 
were used, and protected by boarding from being cut on ramming. Every 
arrangement was most successfully carried out, and the shot, very easily and with 
little noise, moved about 9,000 tons of rock and also shook a large quantity." 
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LITTLE GRASSBIND --.Megalurus gramineus 
Bendigo Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion, September 1986 


APPEARANCE: # small bird, 140 mm long including -a 60 mm tail. Male and female 
are similar in plumage, generally brown in colour, with darker streaks, white 
eyebrow, underbody buff-coloured with darker spots and streaks, and reddish 
brown rump. 


CALL: Usually a three syllable, quiet, plaintive whistle, but sometimes 
reduced to two syllables, and when agitated, a fast, chattering, scolding eall, 
The contact call is often repeated at short intervals, during the breeding season. 


HABITAT: Swampy reedbeds, and tussock-grass areas close to water. 


BREEDING: Generally occurs between August to January. During very wet seasons, 
inland, breeding may occur at any time. 

The nest is well constructed, to form a deep cup of grass and swamp herbage, 
and attached ‘to reeds, or in clumps of tussock grass or rushes. Feathers may 
be used to line the inside of the nest, and sometimes the top entrance may be 
almost hidden, | 

From three to five eggs may be laid, faintly pink in colour, and speckled with 
purplish-red spots. Incubation and fledetne periods are unknown, 


FOOD: Insects and small aquatic animal life. 


HABITS: The birds are shy, and prefer to live and feed in areas well provided - 
with fairly dense ground vegetation, so that they are difficult to observe, and 
their presence is often only revealed by their plaintive call. 

There appears to be no regular migration, but they are capable of distant 
flight across dry stony areas, to reach more Smeets swampy areas if the 
inhabited swamp dries up. 


GENERAL: In the Bendigo District they are not uncommon in suitable habitat, 
such as Campaspe River, May Swamp, Thunder, Tang Tang, and Wingee Swamps, 
and other swamps, where Cumbungi veretation is a favoured habitat. They are 
believed to call sometimes at night, also, and calls are less common outside 
the breeding season, Although the birds mostly feed under cover of vegetation, 
they have been seen feeding on the muddy strips between vegetation and the 
water's edge. Other birds found in association in their habitat are Spotted 
Crakes, Reed Warblers, and sometimes Blue Wrens. Little Grass-birds have been 
found to inhabit even small areas of suitable habitat, 
One observer claimed that they migrate away from the district, during the 
winter, but further confirmation is needed, 
A feature of the nesting habit seems to be that feathers are placed in the top 
of the nest, with the shaft of the feathers downwards, so that the tops of 
the feathers curl over and meet above the nest, thus concealing the entrance, 
Compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP: REPORT 


Members enjoyed a preat treat at their March meeting when John Robinson 
sp-ke on "Bird. Impressions of Coliban Park", Illustrated with slides, he 
Ae us over this beautiful property, indeed a part of Major Mitchell's 
"Australia Felix", with an informed insight into the interaction of trees 
and grasses, mative and introduced animals, the Dressures applied by birds 
of prey and animals of prey with the passing seasons. We also saw the 
delightful little birds and wildflowers that find a niche among it all. 
We were indeed grateful to John for this unique style of subject. 


Bird of The Night was "Swallows and Martins". 


Deep concern is still being felt at the inroads of the Mining Industry into 
our forests, and the way to proceed with further action was discussed. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Observers Group meeting, March 1987. 
Compiled by a B.0.G. Notes and Observations Committee. 


.Observations . 


Western Warbler i (wi bectai ted Gerygone); one at Strathficldsaye, 28/2-1/3/87. 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola; two, Sedgwick, 15/2/87. 
Crested Bellbird; three, Mandurang, 14/2/87. 
Superb’ Plue Wren sunbaking. 
White-throated Treecreeper roosting on a wooden shed door. 
_ Red-hrowed Finch:- 14 birds and a nest, Mandurang, 15/2/87. 
hi - 7, Sedgwick, 21/2/87. 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater; two, Mandurang, 14/2/87, 
Nankeen Night Heron; one immature bird, Sedgwick, 4/3/87. 


Notes 


The month's observations consist almost entirely of smaller bush birds. 
Appropriately, then, we start .with two of the most obscure of 'those little 
brown birds', the Western Warbler and the Chestnut-rumped Hylacola. 

Both are uncommon birds in our local bush, the former mainly to the north of 
the district (e.g. Whipstick, Wellsford Forest) and the latter mainly to the 
south (e.g. Strath. Forest, Mandurang, Big Hill). 

Both have one redeeming feature for the perplexed birdo - a distinctive and . 
attractive call. The Western Warbler was seen at Strathfieldsaye in a native. 
garden, and is the first definitive sighting there in the 14 or so years of - 
the observer's residence. As it is a tree-dweller, feeding amongst eucalypt . 
foliage in particular, it may well be that the observers tree-planting has . 
‘yet again paid dividends, The Chestnut-rumped Hylacola, on the other hand, 
lives on the ground and in low bushes. It too was seen by the observers 
house, at Sedgwick, but in a garden of bush rather than one planted. In fact, 
the Hylacolas were first noticed when they woke the observer by singing outside 
the bedroom window! The Hylacolas (there are two species) were formerly 
known as Heath-wrens, for their cocked tail resembles that of a wren, but 
they are more closely related to thornbills than wrens. 


Also at Sedgwick, Red-browed Finches were observed pulling grass stems to 
the ground with their bills, then standing on the stem to eat the seed. 

If they found the stem a little too sturdy to be bent over in this fashion, 
they flew on to it and rode it to the ground. 


Further interesting behaviour was noticed in the White-throated Treecreeper 
and the Superb Blue Wren. A Treecreeper regularly roosts clinging to the face 
of a wooden door on an old shed, dessite being disturbed nearly every night. 
A female Blue Wren was secu suming itself by lying half on its side, tail 
flat behind her, on the sunny side of ea rock, The bird returned three or four 
times to repeat the process, inbetween rejoining three other family members 
hopping around and feeding. 


Like the White-naped Honeyeaters discussed in the previous month's notes, the 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater is a winter migrant to this district, heading south 
in the spring to breed, Any summer records of these species in this district 
are noteworthy, and worth checking for breeding as this has apparently never 
been recorded locally. However, the Yellow-faced Honeyeater is known to 
oversummer in small numbers in the Sedgwick area on a fairly reguler basis. 
The Mandurang sirhting in February is a noteworthy extension of this limited 
summer range. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 25th March 1987. 


1. A new editorial sub-committee has been formed to produce Whirrakee. 

2. Mid-Murray Field Naturalists now have a newsletter and we will exchange 
Whirrakee with them. 

3. Several members from the Bird Observers Group are to join the Conservation 
Group to investigate the issue of mining and its effect on the environment. 

4. A working bee is to be organised to do maintenance at the bird hide. . 

5, Further information is to be, obtained from the East Gippsland Coalition, 

6, An invitation has been received from Mid-Murray Field Naturalists to join 
them for their annual camp-out. It is at Yathong National Park, N,S.W., 
on September 26 - October 3. 

7. Newly elected members will receive one complimentary copy of Whirrakee,. ; 

8, It has been suggested that all guest speakers be taped with their permission. 


Next committee meeting: B.Wallace, 20 Pearce Street, California Gully 22/4/87 


Publications received 


1. -Native Plants Pres. Soc. of Vic. Newsletter. 

2. Maryborough Field Naturalists Club Meee Face 
3. - The Victorian Naturalist Vol.104. No. 1, 

4. ‘Field Naturalist Club of Ballarat Excursion - News Sheet. 
5. Park Watch, 

6. ~‘ECOS ! 

7, Mid Murray Field Naturalist Newsletter. 

8, The Bird Observer. 

9. Sun Nat. 

10. Australian Conservation Foundation -Newsletter. 
11. Australian Wildlife Research Vol.13 Nos 1,2,3,4. 


FRIENDS OF KOOYOORA STATE PARK 


An invitation has been extended to B,F.N.C. members to join with this newly- 
formed group for a picnic | lunch ‘and walk in the park with the ranger. 


Meet at Melvilles Caves Picnic Area, 11 am, May 3rd. B.Y.0O. Lunch, 
Contact person ~ Ross Reading, Rheola, Ph. 38 8222, 


REPORT ON EXCURSION LOOKING AT FUEL REDUCTION BURNING 


On Sunday 23rd March six members of the club went with Ken Morrison from the 
Dept. of Conservation, Forests and Lands-to areas which have had fuel reduction 
burning carried out. The first stop was the Koolamrt Scout camp at Spring 
Gully, where we studied the burnt and unburnt areas, Most things had regenerated 
including Flax Lily and Bendigo Wax flower. Then we went to an area near 
Faglehawk which had been burnt to protect Larlehawk. There was a lot of 
regeneration. From there we went along the Mitiamo Road and turned off at 

the "01d House at Home" into the Whipstick, After lunch we went along 

Boundary Road where Jack Kellam escorted us to "Black Rock", which is‘an 
unusual rocky outerop. After leaving there we went along Camp Road then back 
on to Tennyson Rd., where we examined the area that had been burnt in the 
"Camper Van" fire‘about five years ago. There has been a.lot of regeneration 
there. The Conservation Forest and Lands intend to burn this area again in 
about three years, to use it as a safety corridor. 

The birds we recorded were Rufous Whistler, Noisy Miner, Weebill, . Jacky Winter, 
Willy Wagtail and Mudlark,. 


Win Demeo. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-1987 


PRESIDENT “ Rob Moors Mendurang South Rd.,2.S.D,Sedewick 
SENTOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D. Raywood 

JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kenninpton 

SECRETARY . Jane Cleary 24, Goynes Rd, Ensom 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rob Watkins Mernie Rd., Kennington 

‘TREASURER . Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 


EXCURSION/SYLLAPUS. . John Lindner sas Shey Axedale 

ORGANISER 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd,, R. 8. D, Sedgwick 
EDITOR ’ Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully. 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE | Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsyorth (43 4063) 
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Memhership of the Bendiro Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 


in natural history, The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 


Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee sutscription only $12, ae 


General Meetings are held on the peor Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings atart at 
7,30 p.m., and conclude with suyper. The Annual iMeetins is held in September. - 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 


Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 


Full day excursions normally commence at 10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sundey). 


Half day excursions normally commence at 2. 00 p.m. and may be cither a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend followire 


the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-ineiding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-froups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the monthat the 


Acriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 o.m. 
President: Harvey Rich, 5% Dundas Rd., Maryborourh 61 1698. 
Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Rendiso 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thurs.of the month at 7, 30 Ds m. at the. 
Biolory Lah., Aoplied Science 1 Building, B.C.4.E. (unless otherwise amnounced ). 


Gonvenor: Graham Hill (42 4016) 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" hasis. As far as practicable, 


meetings details will he advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP: mcets -on’ the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary... . 

President: Graham Hill, -31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth 13 Nabilla Or., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD. NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Suna y, in the month, 
from pem. to 5,00 p.m, at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin Sbie5 Bendigo. Group Activities are open to the 8-18 years 


pm. 


age proup, torether with their younrer brothers and sisters, if accompanied. 
hy parents. (Parents will he needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 


Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes 2d., “hite HIlls 48 4396 
Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIi1ls 48 4384 


Med MRS ROB ALLEY 


28 MOWUST OM S&T 
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- DIARY - 
MEETINGS 


Wed.April 8 Speaker: Boh Jones. Subject: "Nella Dan", Glaciers and Wingless 
Flies. vy 

Australia's highest mountain and only active volcano is on 
Heard. Island,: rich in wildlife, majesty and splendor. Bob 
Jones visited Heard Island on a private expedition in the summer 
of 1983, and again in the spring of 1985 with an ANARE expedifion. 
Bob will show slides of the plants, wildlife and old sealer's 
sites, and make comment on the strategic importance of this 
Little known Australian possession. 


Wed.May 13 Speaker: Dale Gibbons. Subject: Powerful Owl. 


Wed. June 10 Speaker: Tom Lowe, Subject: Birds of the Kerang Wetlands. 


EXCURSIONS 

Easter Campout Gellibrand, Otway Ranges, 

April 17-20 (See p.8 in March Whirrakee for details) 

Sun May 17 Tour of mining sites at Kingower and Dunolly, to see at 


first hand the impact of the new gold rush on the environment. 
Full day excursion, starting at 10.00 am at Havlin Street. 
BIRD OBSERVERS CROUP 
Fri. May 1 7.30 pm Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Speaker: - Toa be advised. 
Bird of the Night: Whistling Kite 
BOTANY GROUP 


Thurs.April 23 7.30 pm at J.Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. | 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

Thurs.April 23 Meeting at Rob and Glenise Moors home at Sedgwick, 

Be there by 6.00 pm for observation of Sugar Gliders. 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sunday May 3 General Natural History, led by Mr Bob Alien, who has a 
wide knowledge of Botany and Insects. 
A natural history collecting exsyrsion is planned. 
Containers needed. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed April 22 8,00 om, Bruce Wallace's home, 20 Pearce St., Cal.Gully. 


P.S. Bob Finlay of Possum Books will have his ranre of discounted natural 
history books on sale at the April meeting, 


